Education, Income, and Human Behavior by John C. Hause
This PDF is a selection from an out-of-print volume from the National Bureau of Economic Research
Volume Title: Education, Income, and Human Behavior





Chapter Title: Appendix C: Summary of Full Regression Equations of Log Earnings on Measured Ability and Background
Variables
Chapter Author: John C. Hause
Chapter URL: http://www.nber.org/chapters/c3707





Regressions, for a single year, of the log of earnings on some ability
measures and a more or less standard set of backgroundvariables
are summarized in Table C-i for the different samples anddifferent
schooling levels. The educational levels are not directly comparable
for the different samples, and the coding should be checked in the
main text. The scaling of the different ability tests makes direct
comparison between samples meaningless, and the tests themselves
would not be perfectly correlated. However, since earnings are ex-
pressed in logarithms, multiplying the ability coefficients by the
standard deviation of the ability measure indicates the proportion
(approximately) by which earnings are altered by this size of change
in measured ability. This information is included in a number of
tables in the main text.
The scaling and criteria used to produce dummy variables for
high and low socioeconomic status differ greatly between samples
and make comparison of coefficient magnitudes in the four samples
meaningless.
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* Standarderrors are in parentheses except for Project Talent, where the regression
program gives t-values.
t Different ability tests are used for each major sample cohort. These are Rogers, IQ
test scores; Project Talent, C004 (quantitative composite); NBER-Thorndike (a
general-ability factor from Air Force test battery); and Husén, TST38 (total test
score, 1938).
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